
Dressing for Dance  
 
Dressing appropriately for dance accomplishes several goals: 1) by putting on their ‘uniform’ and shoes, the child 
enters into the right  mindset for the dance education environment, 2) by wearing clothes that fit properly and permit 
ease of movement, the teacher can best see the child’s body movements and instruct them properly, 3) wearing the 
proper dance footwear is of utmost importance for each child’s safety. 
 
Children must come to class with the proper footwear and be dressed to dance.  
 
Children who are not prepared to dance on the first occasion will be permitted to dance.  
 
Children who are not prepared to dance on any future occasion will be asked to sit and observe the class.  
 
Class dress code 
 
Acro (Level 1, Level 2) Acro students should wear a leotard (any color), tights (any color) and bare feet. Hair should 
be pulled back away from the face. No jewelry. 
 
Ballet (Pre-ballet, Level 1, Level 2) Ballet students should wear a leotard (any color), tights (any color) and canvas or 
leather ballet slipper with laces tucked under. Brands to consider: Capezio, Bloch, Sansha, Leo’s, So Danca, 
Theatricals. Please avoid purchasing the inexpensive Chinese brands on Amazon, as they are not properly 
constructed. Since ballet shoes run differently than street shoes, we suggest getting fitted for ballet slippers at a local 
dancewear store. Hair should be pulled back away from the face. No jewelry. For pre-ballet, no toys, necklaces, 
bracelets, hats, figurines, stuffed animals and/or any items that will cause a distraction during class. 
 
Flamenco (Level 1) Flamenco students should wear a leotard (any color), a long skirt past the knees (any variety) 
and any character or hard-soled shoe. Character shoes can be purchased at many online discount retailers or in 
dancewear stores. Children can also wear flamenco shoes, if they have them, but since it is harder to source these 
shoes in the United States, a hard-soled shoe works fine. Hair should be pulled back away from the face. No jewelry. 
 
Hip Hop (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3) Hip hop students should wear any loose-fitting clothes that will permit movement 
and exercise. Students must wear sneakers. We prefer that hip hop sneakers are worn ONLY for dance and are 
not worn outside as street shoes. This helps us reduce the dirt and wear on our floors. Hair should be pulled back 
away from the face. No jewelry. 
 
Jazz (Level 1) Jazz students should wear a leotard (any color), tights (any color) and jazz shoes. Jazz shoes can be 
purchased at many online discount retailers or in dancewear stores. Hair should be pulled back away from the face. 
No jewelry. 
 
Modern: Modern students should wear a leotard (any color), tights (any color) and bare feet. Warm-up clothes may 
be worn over the leotard and tights. Hair should be pulled back away from the face. No jewelry. 
 
Musical Theater: MT students can wear loose fitting clothing that permits movement and exercise. Students must 
wear sneakers or jazz shoes. Jazz shoes can be purchased at many online discount retailers or in dancewear stores. 
Hair should be pulled back away from the face. No jewelry. 
 
Rhythm Combo (Ages 3-4) For our tiniest tap dancers, we suggest any loose-fitting clothes that will permit movement 
and exercise. Tap shoes suggested but not required. We ask that you please avoid purchasing the following tap shoe 
brands, as they damage our floors: DANCE CLASS, DANSHUZ, TARGET BRAND. Look for tap shoes that have a 
properly buffed edge on the taps. Edges should not feel sharp. No jewelry, toy necklaces, bracelets, hats, figurines, 
stuffed animals and/or any items that will cause a distraction during class. 
 
Tap & Clogging (Level 1, Level 2, Level 3) Tap students should wear any loose-fitting clothes that will permit 
movement and exercise. Students must have full-soled tap shoes. (No split soles). We ask that you please avoid 
purchasing the following brands, as they damage our floors: DANCE CLASS, DANSHUZ, TARGET BRAND. Look 
for tap shoes that have a properly buffed edge on the taps. Edges should not feel sharp. Hair should be pulled back 
away from the face.  
 
Local Dancewear Stores: Baum’s - 1805 E Passyunk Ave, Phila. PA, Avenue of the Arts Dancewear - 1129 S Broad 
St, Phila. PA, Motions - 5050 Fairway Road, Drexel Hill, PA 


